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experiment by itself cannot   give India swaraj   within   the time
contemplated by the Congress programmes.
Are you going to organize municipal fight in Ahmedabad and Surat?
I am not; but I am hoping that the citizens of both these
places will not give up a struggle which they have commenced
in right earnest.
There is a class of people who have begun to think that your idea of
India attaining a non-violent condition is Utopian; and they say that even if
after two years' incessant effort on your behalf to teach non-violence to your
countrymen the country becomes pacific and you begin your civil disobedience
campaign, any single mad cap by a violent deed of political complexion can dis-
turb the harmony. They add that you cannot expect all the 315 millions of
the Indians to be non-violent even after centuries of preaching: "The great
prophets like Buddha, Chaitanya, Nanak, Kabir who preached only love and
non-violence have not succeeded even after 2,500 years in making India entirely
non-violent. Violence is bound to exist so long [as] humanity is not raised to the
condition of angels and saints. Even if the country remains quiet for a long
period to come, what guarantee is there that oppression may not engender violen-
ce on the part of some individuals? The mob-mind when outraged beyond
control is bound to be inflamed and go mad. Should the whole country, for
the crimes of a few individuals, set at rest the longing for swaraj, a satisfying
solution of the Khilafat and justice to the Punjab atrocities?"
In the face of such hard facts, is it not wise to accept violence as in-
evitable and only try to check it and not stamp it out completely from the
surface of India ? Many say that the risk will always be there and civil dis-
obedience without such risk will never be practicable. They urge that you
yourself said the choice is between lawless repression and mass civil disobe-
dience with all its dangers. May I know what you have got to say in reply
to this?
This sermon in question betrays woeful ignorance of the
struggle and the bearing of non-violence upon it. I do not mean
you are ignorant. You are merely the mouthpiece for people who
are sceptics, I should certainly despair of success if I attempted
anything that Jesus, Buddha or Mahomed failed to achieve. On
the contrary my attempt is exceedingly humble or simple. I do
not believe that India cannot be taught to see the very simple
truth that for her to think of attaining swaraj by an armed con-
flict is an impossible dream for several generations. There is no
country on the face of the earth so ill fitted for an armed con-
flict as India, It may be that the forces of violence may not be
sufficiently controlled in order to conduct a campaign of non-violent